


Fling on your flannel, slink into your baggy jeans, and slide

on your Airwalks. On a fall Friday night in the 90s, there is

only one place to be. Bustle through the doors of your local

Blockbuster to find it eerie in its emptiness. Fumbling toward

the exit, you rattle the handle to a locked door. Stumble

through the shelves to the horror section where a stack of

films teeter. These are no direct-to-videos that spare you the

scares. Pop in the first tape. Pennywise prowls from the

storm drain. Candyman calls from beyond the mirror. Leland

lingers behind the counter. Cling to your choker. Drown out

the screams with your Discman only to find that it spins in

silence. Clutch the cordless to your ear, and Ghostface

rasps, “Do you like scary movies?” The receiver clicks; there

is no tone. 

For Sinister Cinema: Part VII, we are trapped at a rental

store for a night of the 90s. If you sneak off to the

bathroom, remember Randy’s rule from Scream (1996), and

don’t say “I’ll be right back” because you won’t.       



 In the age of metafictional commentary and technological

anxiety, postmodern narratives blur the line between fiction

and reality. Movies of heightened self-awareness satirize the

media saturation and moral panic of the decade as well as

invite the viewer to anticipate a formula that the director can

either fulfill or subvert. The transition from analog to digital

signifies the erosion of embodied participation, replacing the

tactile with the abstract. The 90s are a liminal period though,

and—for one more night at least—presence prevails over proxy.

Shared spaces, like our video store, are not shuttered yet. Stare

at the beige desktop computer, thumping the mouse in

desperation to log onto the internet, but the service lags.

In short, the chirp and ping of the dialup modem warbles and

whines, and it is not connecting you with the outside world.

To survive the night, congregate with the other kids of Derry and

process through the sewers. Chant the Sursum Corda instead of

the name of Candyman. Intone the Apostle’s Creed, buffeting you

from the words of Sutter Cane. Sadako slithers through the

television. The Fisherman rakes the wall with his hook. 

The Blair Witch snaps twigs and skitters

rocks. As the sun emerges to a new day 

and a new millennium while the final 

reel of terror flickers, sip the cup of 

the Eucharist rather than drain the 

dregs of Y2K paranoia.







“LET GO. BE AFRAID. YOU ALL

TASTE SO MUCH BETTER WHEN

YOU'RE AFRAID”



IN 1960, SEVEN PRETEEN

OUTCASTS FIGHT AN EVIL

DEMON THAT POSES AS A

CHILD-KILLING CLOWN.

THIRTY YEARS LATER, THEY

REUNITE TO STOP THE DEMON

ONCE AND FOR ALL WHEN IT

RETURNS TO THEIR

HOMETOWN.

https://www.rottentomatoes.com/celebrity/tommy_wallace


HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER JIM

NORMAN RELUCTANTLY

RETURNS TO HIS HOMETOWN

TO PURSUE A JOB. JIM IS

HAUNTED BY THE

CHILDHOOD MEMORY.  WHEN

HIS STUDENTS START DYING

OFF, JIM BECOMES THE

PRIME SUSPECT.

https://www.rottentomatoes.com/celebrity/tom_mcloughlin


SKEPTICAL GRADUATE STUDENT

HELEN LYLE LEARNS ABOUT THE

CANDYMAN, A KNIFE-WIELDING

FIGURE OF URBAN LEGEND THAT

SOME OF HER NEIGHBORS BELIEVE

TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR A

RECENT MURDER. AFTER A

MYSTERIOUS MAN MATCHING THE

CANDYMAN'S DESCRIPTION BEGINS

STALKING HER, HELEN COMES TO

FEAR THAT THE LEGEND MAY BE

ALL TOO REAL.

https://www.rottentomatoes.com/celebrity/bernard_rose


WHEN A CREEPY OLDER MAN NAMED

LELAND GAUNT MOVES TO A SMALL

TOWN IN MAINE AND SETS UP AN

ANTIQUE SHOP, BAD THINGS SOON

FOLLOW. GAUNT HAS THE REMARKABLE

ABILITY OF SELLING PEOPLE EXACTLY

WHAT THEY WANT MOST, BUT HIS IDEAL

PURCHASES COME AT A PRICE THAT

INVOLVES MORE THAN JUST MONEY.

THROUGH GAUNT'S MANIPULATION, THE

CITIZENS OF THE TOWN GRADUALLY

TURN ON ONE ANOTHER, RESULTING IN

VIOLENCE THAT SHERIFF ALAN

PANGBORN STRUGGLES TO CONTAIN.

https://www.rottentomatoes.com/celebrity/fraser_heston


WHEN HORROR NOVELIST SUTTER CANE

GOES MISSING, INSURANCE

INVESTIGATOR JOHN TRENT

SCRUTINIZES THE CLAIM MADE BY HIS

PUBLISHER, AND ENDEAVORS TO

RETRIEVE A YET-TO-BE-RELEASED

MANUSCRIPT AND ASCERTAIN THE

WRITER'S WHEREABOUTS.

ACCOMPANIED BY THE NOVELIST'S

EDITOR, LINDA, AND DISTURBED BY

NIGHTMARES FROM READING CANE'S

OTHER NOVELS, TRENT MAKES AN EERIE

NIGHTTIME TREK TO A SUPERNATURAL

TOWN IN NEW HAMPSHIRE.

https://www.rottentomatoes.com/celebrity/rip_haight


PRIVATE EYE HARRY D'AMOUR

TRAVELS TO LOS ANGELES AND

MEETS WITH A NEW CLIENT,

DOROTHEA SWANN REVEALS THAT

SHE AND HER HUSBAND, FAMED

MAGICIAN PHILIP SWANN, HAVE BEEN

TARGETED BY A RELIGIOUS CULT

EXPERIMENTING WITH

REINCARNATION. AFTER PHILIP DIES

ON STAGE IN THE MIDST OF A

DANGEROUS TRICK, D'AMOUR MUST

STRUGGLE TO PROTECT DOROTHEA

FROM THE RUTHLESS CULT MEMBERS

AND THEIR NEWLY REANIMATED

RELIGIOUS LEADER, NIX.



            THE SLEEPY LITTLE

TOWN OF WOODSBORO 

JUST WOKE UP SCREAMING.

THERE'S A KILLER IN THEIR

MIDST WHO'S SEEN A FEW

TOO MANY SCARY MOVIES.

SUDDENLY NOBODY IS 

SAFE, AS THE PSYCHOPATH

STALKS VICTIMS, TAUNTS

THEM WITH TRIVIA

QUESTIONS, THEN RIPS

THEM TO BLOODY SHREDS.

IT COULD BE 

ANYBODY...

https://www.rottentomatoes.com/celebrity/wes_craven


A YEAR AFTER RUNNING
OVER A FISHERMAN

AND DUMPING HIS BODY
IN THE WATER, FOUR
FRIENDS RECONVENE

WHEN JULIE RECEIVES
A FRIGHTENING LETTER

TELLING HER THAT
THEIR CRIME WAS SEEN.
WHILE PURSUING WHO

HE THINKS IS
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
LETTER, BARRY IS RUN
OVER BY A MAN WITH A

MEAT HOOK. THE
BLOODLETTING ONLY

INCREASES FROM
THERE, AS THE KILLER

WITH THE HOOK
CONTINUES TO STALK

JULIE, HELEN, AND RAY

https://www.rottentomatoes.com/celebrity/jim_gillespie


WHEN HER NIECE IS FOUND DEAD
ALONG WITH THREE FRIENDS AFTER

VIEWING A SUPPOSEDLY CURSED
VIDEOTAPE, REPORTER REIKO

ASAKAWA SETS OUT TO
INVESTIGATE. ALONG WITH HER EX-
HUSBAND, RYUJI, REIKO FINDS THE

TAPE, WATCHES IT -- AND PROMPTLY
RECEIVES A PHONE CALL INFORMING

HER THAT SHE'LL DIE IN A WEEK.
DETERMINED TO GET TO THE BOTTOM

OF THE CURSE, REIKO AND RYUJI
DISCOVER THE VIDEO'S ORIGIN AND

ATTEMPT TO SOLVE AN OLD MURDER
THAT COULD BREAK THE SPELL.

https://www.rottentomatoes.com/celebrity/hideo_nakata


FOUND VIDEO FOOTAGE TELLS THE

TALE OF THREE FILM STUDENTS

WHO'VE TRAVELED TO A SMALL

TOWN TO COLLECT DOCUMENTARY

FOOTAGE ABOUT THE BLAIR WITCH, A

LEGENDARY LOCAL MURDERER. THE

PROJECT TAKES A FRIGHTENING

TURN WHEN THE STUDENTS LOSE

THEIR WAY IN THE WOODS AND BEGIN

HEARING HORRIFIC NOISES.

https://www.rottentomatoes.com/celebrity/daniel_myrick
https://www.rottentomatoes.com/celebrity/eduardo_sanchez_3

